219

defended against  a German attack,  which  was the only  possible
contingency."

In June 1921 the Council adopted the following resolution:

(1)  The Polish Government is specially fitted to ensure, if circum-
stances require it, and in the following conditions, the defence of
Danzig by land, as well as the maintenance of order on the territory
of the Free City,  in the event of the local police forces proving
insufficient.

With this ohject in view, the High Commissioner will, if occasion
arises, request instructions from the Council of the League of Nations,
and will, if he thinks fit, submit proposals.

(2)  It will, nevertheless, be within the competence of the High
Commissioner to anticipate the authorization of the Council and to
address a direct invitation to the Polish Government to ensure the
defence of Danzig, or "the maintenance of order/' in the following
cases:

(a) In the event of the territory of the Free City being the object
of aggression, threat or danger of aggression from a neighbouring
country other than Poland, after the High Commissioner has assured
himself of the urgency of the danger;

(6) In the event of Poland being, for any reason whatever, sud-
denly and effectively prevented from exercising the rights possessed
by her under Article 28 of the Treaty of November 9, 1920.

In these two cases the High Commissioner should report to the
Council the reasons for the action which he has taken.

(3)  As soon as the object in view has been achieved to the satis-
faction of the High Commissioner, the Polish troops will be withdrawn.

(4)  In all cases where Poland has to ensure the defence of the
Free City, the Council of the League of Nations may provide for the
collaboration ol one or more States Members of the League.

(5)  The High Commissioner,  after consultation with the Polish
Government, will present to the League of Nations a general report
on the measures for which it may be necessary to provide in the
above-mentioned cases.

Theoretically, therefore, Poland could be called upon to provide for
the defence of Danzig either if the League of Nations appealed to it
directly, or in certain circumstances at the behest of the High Com-
missioner appointed by the League of Nations. But Poland does not
hold a permanent mandate nor has she herself the right to intervene in
the matter, but is required by the resolution of the Council in 1921 to
take no action until asked to do so by the High Commissioner.

At the end of last May, the Counsellor of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in charge of questions affecting Danzig reminded M. Burckhardt
when the latter was passing through Warsaw of his rights in this
respect; the High Commissioner replied that if a contingency occurred
that would justify his intervention, he would straightway have
recourse to the Committee of Three.

LEON  NOEL.